CHAPTER FOUR
THE PEACE CONFERENCE, 1919

IN the train arrived at theGare du Nord, Paris,
on April 6th, there were assembled most of the
V V members of the National Committee, headed by
Roman DmowskL Up till now Dmowski had been the
undisputed leader of the Nationalist Party. The man whom
he had come to receive had been merely the delegate of the
political body of which Dmowski had always been the head.
But the man who now descended from the carriage was
Poland's Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, and therefore
Dmowski's chief.
Paderewski had been very loyal to Drnowski during all
this time, and had not accepted Pilsudski's offer to become
Prime Minister without first having consulted Dmowski*
During all the years of his political activity he had looked
upon Dmowski as the legitimate head of Polish affairs in
the Western world, and no vital decision was reached, no
change of policy accomplished, without an exchange of
lengthy telegrams between the two men.
They went straight to the Hotel Wagram, where the Polish
Delegation had its headquarters. Paderewski, Dmowski
and a number of other members of the Committee seated
themselves in the elegant sitting-room, and without delay
Dmowski began to give an account of the events of the
last weeks. He was completely pessimistic. He sat there
describing the situation, his eyes as cold as ever, the tenor,
of his remarks being that the Polish question was practically
settled and that, mainly through the opposition of the head